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tor mezzo-soprano and bass line

UNSAFE BULL MUSIC



Program Notes:

I have this collection of poetry from Pitt Press that I've been reading and reading since about 1992.
A few poems by Ted Kooser caught my mind and I filed them away for a future text setting. When
Katherine Crawford asked me to write a piece for her and electronics, I decided to finally act on
these poems. The two poems, “Selecting a Reader” and “A Widow,” are set in a continuous musical
framework even though there is no programatic reason or connection between the two.

Performance Note:

While I originally composed this work for voice and synth, I feel like this piece would work well for
piano or any instrument that can play a bass line. When the octaves appear in measures 49, 59, and
so on, perform some kind of meaningful flourish if performing on a monophonic instrument.

Lyrics from the poem “Selecting a Reader” from Sure Stgns: New and Selected Poemos, by Ted Kooser, ©
1980. All rights controlled by the University of Pittsburgh Press, Pittsburgh, PA 15260. Used by
permission of University of Pittsburgh Press.

Lyrics from the poem “A Widow” from Flying and Night: Poems 1965-1985, by Ted Kooser, © 2005. All
rights controlled by the University of Pittsburgh Press, Pittsburgh, PA 15260. Used by permission
of University of Pittsburgh Press.



Selecting a Reader/A Widow

for Kathertne Crawford
Jay C. Batzner

poetry by Ted Kooser
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